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Stable patients

Stable patients with an oxygen saturation of <93% breathing air should be
referred for oxygen assessment
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Use the Open Access lung function form
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Patients with acute illness
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The target oxygen saturation is 94-98%
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Patients at risk of hypercapnia (COPD patients) consider target of 88-92%
(pending blood gas estimation)
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Patients on oxygen at home – a 3% or greater reduction in the normal
oxygen saturation requires further assessment
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The oxygen team will arrange for the provision of home oxygen at the
request of primary care. If the patient is in the community and is not going
to have an assessment in the EAU, the clinical responsibility for the patient
remains with primary care. The referral to the oxygen team should be by a
clinician (doctor or practice nurse) and there has to be a contact point (for
example a mobile phone number) so that further contact can be made if
the patient’s clinical condition warrants this.
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Assessing patients with acute illness is a clinical judgement. If there is any
concern about the condition of the patient please refer to the hospital team

www.dudleyrespiratorygroup.org
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